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Industry

Bryan County Georgia Liberty County

9% 4% 5% 4%

24%
17%

8% 4% 9% 7%

@ Construction B Manufacturing B Wholesale Trade

H Retail Trade O Professional and Technical O Finance and Insurance

B Administrative and Waste O Healthcare and Social Assistance O Accommodation and Food Service
B Government @ Other

Other: utilities, transportation and warehousing, information, management, real estate, educational services and arts,
entertainment or recreation

Source: Georgia Department of Labor
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Retall Sales

Bryan County Georgia Liberty County
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3%
49%
14% 4% 17%
@ Motor Vehicle B furniture O electric/appliances
@ building materials oOfood/beverage O health/personal care
B gasoline O clothing/accessories ®general merchandise

Source: Editor and Publisher Market Guide 2009
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Retall Sales

Sales Tax Revenue

declines by 6.1%

in the 4™ Quarter
of 2008

RETAIL SITE SELECTION

By CONOR DOUGHERTY

State and local sales-tax rev-
enue fell more sharply in the
fourth quarter of 2008 than at
any time ln the past half cen-
tury, and has continued to
erode through thy beginning of
2009, according to a report re-
leased Tuesday.

The report by the Nelson A.

Rockefeller Institute of Govern-
gm at the State University of
\ York underscores how
eoni:;uner ;low-

~ crease.
C.

Sales-Tax Revenue Falls
At Fastest Pace in Yealjs»

taxes offset fllllng sales taxes.
While income and property
taxes have generally fared bet-
ter than sales taxes,
nues are also under stre.
Property taxes typically be-
hind real-estate prices, be-
cause it takes municipalities a
year or longer to reassess the
home values on which those lev-
ies are calculated. With home
prices still falling, property
taxes are also séet to grow more
slowly or in some cases de-

in the stock market

qti'.

~sizes to cut everything
fmm ‘police to summer pool
hours, and has sent legisla-
tures scrambling for federal

economic-stimulus funds to

help ease budget gaps.

“The sales tax has been abso-
lutely hammered,” said Don
Boyd, senior fellow at the lnsd-

tute.

State nnd local sales tlxel.

the of

revenue for munldpnlit.(es fell

+ 6.1% in the fourth quarter of

last year, as consumers bought
fewer clothel. ‘ate out less and

in tax reve-
l‘o-%:d cities and towns

also is likely to substantially re-
duce income-tax collections.
With tax day on Wednesday,
this is the time of year when
high-income earners start writ-
ing checks to cover capital
gains and other investment- |+
based income taxe: that have |°
accrued over the. past year.
“This time around, the checks
will be much smaller, and some
[people]l may be seeking re-
funds,” Mr. Boyd said.

Further declines in tax reve-
nue could force legislatures—
which in many cases used
heavy cuts to balance this
year's budget—to make further
later this year.

from persoml income taxes
was down 1:1% in the fourth
quarter; corporate income
taxes dropped 15.5%, reﬂecting
weuker profits.

hav:

thmugh the b of l:hh
year. In the first two months of
2009, the 41 states that have re-
portedtaxrevenue saw total re-
ceipts decline 12.8%, venus the
same period a year ago,

States have so far been hit

harder than towns and dﬂ.'ci

2008 versus the same period

; 2007, the first decline in six

years, according to the analysis
of state data by the Rockefeller
Institute. Local tax collections

rose 3.2%, as gains in property
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